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The Jazz Glossary is a comprehensive, quick-reference guide for common chords, scales, and terms 
used in jazz. Learn which scales can be played over which chords, the meaning of chord symbols, com-
mon chord voicings, and the definition of common terms like “comping”, and “two-feel”.

With concise and clear video explanations that feature our Living Notation and a corresponding pdf 
workbook, you’ll absorb the crucial building blocks of the jazz language and gain the confidence to 
make good musical choices when you improvise.

WELCOME
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Adam Maness is a versatile multi-instrumentalist, songwriter, composer, and arranger. Born in Saint Louis, Mis-
souri, Maness has performed around the globe with award-winning artists from a plethora of musical genres. 
Shortly after beginning his studies in jazz piano as a young man, he began performing in clubs around Saint 
Louis. In 2001, Maness moved to New York City to attend the acclaimed Jazz and Contemporary Music pro-
gram at The New School University and was soon deeply immersed in the city’s jazz scene. In 2003, he moved 
home to Saint Louis and began playing with renowned vocalist Erin Bode. 

In ten years, Maness recorded six albums and traveled across America, Europe, Japan, and South Africa as 
Bode’s pianist, guitarist, and songwriting partner. In 2011, along with St. Louis Symphony musicians Bjorn Ra-
nheim and Shawn Weil as well as bassist Syd Rodway, he helped found the acclaimed, genre-bending quartet, 
The 442s, for which Maness is the primary composer. In the summer of 2014, Maness was commissioned to 
write an orchestral piece titled Divides that Bind for a unity concert in Ferguson, Missouri. In February 2015, 
the piece was reprised by the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra and IN UNISON Chorus, under the direction of 
Kevin Mcbeth, for their Black History Month concert at Powell Hall. The St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, the 
Colorado Symphony Orchestra, the Metropolitan Orchestra of St. Louis, Peter Martin, Erin Bode, Dianne 
Reeves, David Halen, Peter Henderson, Karin Bliznik, The Trombones of the St. Louis Symphony, Brian Owens, 
and Chamber Project St. Louis have performed his compositions and arrangements. Maness frequently per-
forms regularly as  “The Adam Maness Trio” featuring bassist Bob DeBoo and drummer Montez Coleman.

ADAM MANESS
ABOUT

MEET THE ARTIST



NOTES
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Term Glossary 

Comping: an abbreviation of accompanying. It refers to the 
rhythmic pattern of chords that a pianist or guitarist uses to 
accompany a soloist, singer, or other members of the band.  

Changes: the abbreviated term jazz musicians use  to refer to 
the chord changes of a song.  

Groove: is the rhythmic pulse that underlies a song. In jazz, 
different styles have different grooves. For example, there is 
“swing” groove which is defined by the rhythmic repetition 
of both the ride cymbal and the walking bass line. It is 
important to point out that groove is easier “felt” than 
defined.  

Head: a term jazz musicians use to describe the main theme 
of a tune. Often times in performance, jazz musicians use the 
standard form of head-in, improvised solos over the chord 
changes of the head, then head-out.  

Outside or Out: Playing “out” or “outside” is a term jazz 
musicians use for playing melodic material that does not “fit” 
into the traditional harmony of a chord change.  

Syncopation: a term jazz musicians use to describe the 
interruption of the established rhythmic flow of a phrase. 
Often times in jazz, this accomplished by anticipating or 
delaying a rhythm by an eighth note. However, as Peter 
Martin points out, “syncopation is all about resolution.” This 
is to say, in order to achieve syncopation, the offbeat pattern 
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of one’s comping or melodic phrases has to “resolve” to a 
downbeat.  

Standards: refers to the collective common repertoire of jazz 
music. Jazz is an aurally passed art form. Standards are 
tunes, generally lifted from popular music of the time, that 
have been passed down from generation to generation and 
are still played today. “When The Saints Go Marching In,” 
“Autumn Leaves,” and Stevie Wonder’s “I Wish” are all 
considered standards today.  

Trade 2’s/4’s/8’s: a method of group improvisation where 
two or more musicians take turns improvising for two, four, 
or eight measures, respectively.  

Two-Feel: is a groove established by a half-note pulse. The 
bass player generally plays a note on beats one and three 
while the drummer accents beats two and four. Two-feels 
are used for a laid-back feel and are opposed to a driving 
four-feel or walking feel.  



NOTES
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COURSE CATALOGUE
BASS

Fundamentals of Jazz Bass and Beyond

DRUMS

Finding Your Beat

Hutchology
Fundamentals of Jazz Drumming

TRUMPET

Jazz Trumpet Fundamentals Vol. 1
Jazz Trumpet Fundamentals Vol. 2

GUITAR

Great Guitar Covers
Jazz Guitar Foundations

Lubambo Method
Brazilian Jazz Guitar
Brazilian Jazz Guitar (em Português)

SAXOPHONE

Fundamentals of Jazz Saxophone

VOCALS

�iw�i�9�ÕÀ�6��Vi

PIANO

Keez to Jazz Piano
Advanced Jazz Piano Concepts

Jazz Piano for Beginners
Elements of Jazz Piano 
The Jazz Piano Method

MULTI-INSTRUMENT

Improvisation for All

Rhythm Section Fundamentals

Brazilian Rhythm Section

Brazilian Jazz Piano

Brazilian Jazz Drumming


